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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019 FOURTH SUNDAY 
(Lec. 10)  OF ADVENT 
1) Isaiah 7:10-14 
2) Romans 1:1-7 
3) Matthew 1:18-24 
 
FOCUS: Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises God has made to the House of David. 
 
Today’s readings remind us that in Christ Jesus, God has been faithful to the promises he made to his Chosen 
People. Our salvation in Christ is how we are reconciled back to God, who created us and loves us. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Isaiah prophesies a sign for Israel: The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son who will embody God’s 
redemptive presence with his people. Paul, recalling his own apostolic calling, writes that the Gentiles are also 
called to belong to Jesus Christ. In the Gospel, the Lord’s angel comes to Joseph in a dream and reveals the 
circumstances of Mary’s pregnancy, and what this means. Joseph obeys the angel’s commands. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As we await the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, let us bring our prayers and concerns for the world, the 
Church and ourselves before our God. 
 
1) For our Holy Father, our bishops and all who exercise authority in the Church as they continue inspiring 

us to walk in the ways of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For governments and world leaders, may the Advent message of hope inform and direct their decisions 

and actions, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who have turned away from the Church, may God renew their faith, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all of us as we journey through this season of Advent, may the Spirit open our hearts to an even greater 

relationship with Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died marked with the sign of faith, may they enter into eternal life with the God who 

created them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Gracious and loving God, as we place these prayers before you, teach us to hope and trust in your 
holy will. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

Monday, December 23, 2019 MONDAY 
(Lec. 199)  OF ADVENT 
1) Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 - FOURTH WEEK 
2) Luke 1:57-66 
 
FOCUS: We prepare our hearts to be united with Christ in celebration of his coming.  
 
Miracles of God’s grace surround the birth and naming of John; his mother and father rejoice and bless the Lord. 
John is the messenger, foretold by prophets, who prepares us for the coming of the Lord. The hearts of parents 
and children turn toward one another as families prepare now – as they did then – for Christ’s coming.   
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
In the first reading, the prophet announces the Lord’s sending of a messenger to prepare hearts for the coming 
of the Lord. In the Gospel, Elizabeth presents her newborn son and names him John. When Zechariah confirms 
this name, God restores his voice. All are amazed and realize the Lord’s hand is with the child John. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: In preparation for Christ’s coming, we offer these petitions before the Lord.   
 
1) That the Church, as the family of God, may be made ever more holy in its preparation for the coming of 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) That leaders of peoples and nations may be encouraged by the Spirit of God in their efforts toward peace, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That those who are lonely may be consoled by the presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and in those 

whom the Lord places in their path, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) That all of us who worship here may, through the mercy of God, be conformed ever more to Christ in this 

season, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That those who have died may be united to Christ in his heavenly kingdom; let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s)  
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, you showed mercy to Elizabeth and Zechariah. Show us your mercy that we, too, 
may rejoice and bless you, through your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.      
 
  



 

 

 
 

Subscribe to Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary at store.faithcatholic.com 

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 TUESDAY 
(Lec. 200)  OF ADVENT 
1) 2 Samuel 7:1-5, - FOURTH WEEK 
  8b-12, 14a, 16 
2) Luke 1:67-79 
 
FOCUS: Jesus Christ is the light that banishes the darkness of the world.  
 
On this last day of Advent, we are in a time of heightened anticipation. Soon we will celebrate that God became 
human, like us. Our wait nears an end, and the acknowledgement that our God is Emmanuel – God with us – 
brings joy for our salvation. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, the Lord tells Nathan to tell King David that the Lord will protect him, and raise up an heir 
from him, such that his Kingdom shall endure forever. The Gospel quotes at length a prayer of Zechariah, in 
which he foretells the importance of his son and the Messiah for whom his son will prepare the way. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: With open hearts and minds, we now turn to our heavenly Father with our prayers for the needs of 
all. 
 
1) For all who shepherd our Church throughout the world, may God richly bless their call to prayer and 

service in helping others to walk the path of salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For leaders around the world as they strive for lasting peace among nations and an end to war, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those living with anxiety and uncertainty because of events outside their control, may the power of 

Christ dwell in them and strengthen them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community in these final hours of Advent, may God open our ears to his Word so we may 

reflect his love through our actions, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For the faithful who have died, may the Lord grant them rest and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: O God, may the dawn of your light break upon us as you mercifully listen to our needs. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

CHRISTMAS 2019 – VIGIL THE NATIVITY 
(Lec. 13)  OF THE LORD 
1) Isaiah 62:1-5 - SOLEMNITY 
2) Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 (Vigil Mass) 
3) Matthew 1:1-25 
  or 1:18-25 
 
FOCUS: God’s plan for salvation is brought to fruition in Christ Jesus, born as a baby.  
 
On Christmas we recognize and celebrate the love of God: Love incarnated in the Son who would save us. He 
came as a child who would become bread for the life of the world and would suffer and die as the final and 
perfect sacrifice uniting us to the Father, who created and loves us. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, Isaiah prophesies that the nations will see Jerusalem’s vindication and glory, and that the 
Israelites will no more be termed forsaken. In Acts, Paul preaches in the synagogue of the salvation history in 
which God raised up David who did his will. It is through David that God brings a Savior, Jesus. The Gospel 
outlines the genealogy of Jesus, son of Abraham, son of David. Fourteen generations from Abraham to David; 
from David to the Babylonian exile, and from the exile to Christ. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: In God the Father’s goodness, he sent his only Son to heal and save us. Let us bring our prayers to him 
today. 
 
1) For the Church, may this Christmas season be a time of great conversion to the Lord and his will, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For elected officials, may God give them the courage to cooperate with his plan for the good of his people, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those who suffer in mind, body or soul, may the great love of the Lord, who came that we might have 

abundant life, bring them healing and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For this community of faith and for those we love, may our lives be transformed by an encounter with the 

love and mercy of Jesus who came to save us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may the souls of the faithfully departed rest in the fullness of God’s loving 

presence, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, as we celebrate the great feast of our salvation, we ask you to hear and answer these and all 
of our prayers, through your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

CHRISTMAS 2019 – NIGHT THE NATIVITY 
(Lec. 14)  OF THE LORD 
1) Isaiah 9:1-6 - SOLEMNITY 
2) Titus 2:11-14 (Mass at Night) 
3) Luke 2:1-14 
 
FOCUS: God comes to us a child, and invites us into a relationship based on love and generosity.  
 
Tonight we celebrate the birth of Christ Jesus, born to a poor family without resources. God’s magnificent 
presence occurs in the unlikeliest of places, and stirs us to awareness when we may not be able to recognize it. 
Moreover, his coming in such a gentle way, as a child, invites us to respond, not out of fear or obligation, but out 
of love and generosity. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the first reading, Isaiah proclaims the light and joy arriving with the birth of a child upon [whose] shoulder 
dominion rests. Saint Paul writes to Titus of the grace of God present in Jesus Christ and the blessed hope for 
his second coming.  In the Gospel, Luke tells the story of Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem to enroll in 
the census. There, Mary gives birth and the angels appear to the shepherds, announcing the good news of 
Christ’s birth. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As we reflect on the gift of the Christ child, let us offer our petitions to our Father in heaven. 
 
1) For the Church, may the light of Christ shine through her in reaching out to those who dwell in darkness, 

let us pray to the Lord.    
 
2) For national leaders, may the Holy Spirit direct them in making wise and just decisions in service to their 

people, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
3) For the sick, and those worried about the health of loved ones, may God protect them from anxiety and 

bring them health of mind and body, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For this faith community, may God increase us in charity and love, and awaken in us joy as we serve 

others, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all those who have died, may they experience the light and joy of heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we entrust our prayers to you in the holy name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

CHRISTMAS 2019 – DAY THE NATIVITY 
(Lec. 16)  OF THE LORD 
1) Isaiah 52:7-10 - SOLEMNITY 
2) Hebrews 1:1-6 (Mass During the Day) 
3) John 1:1-18 
  or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 
FOCUS: The light of the human race, Jesus the Word made flesh, dwells now among us. 
 
We are called to give the gift of the Light of Christ to a world buried in darkness. With God’s grace we have the 
power to disperse the darkness. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Isaiah calls the people to break out in song for their salvation is at hand. In the Letter to the Hebrews, the author 
speaks of the glory of God and what the Son has accomplished.  The first chapter of John’s Gospel tells us that 
Jesus as the Word of God was present in the beginning and he is the light of the human race. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: With thanksgiving for the Son of God we celebrate today, let us bring our prayers and those of a fallen 
world to the Father who redeems us. 
 
1) For Pope Francis and all pastoral leaders, may the glory of God light their way and guide their witness 

among us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For leaders of governments, may the Holy Spirit grant them integrity and humility in being the voice for 

those who are marginalized in society, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For refugees and asylum seekers, may the Lord grant wisdom and prudence to those seeking 

compassionate and just solutions for their plight, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For those gathered here today, for all our families and friends and the stranger among us, may the light 

of Christ shine brightly in our lives throughout the coming year, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died during this holy season, may they now be embraced by the eternal light of life 

with God, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father of the light of the human race, hear us as we place before you our needs. Grant what will 
assist us in being faithful to you. We ask this through your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

Thursday, December 26, 2019 SAINT STEPHEN, 
(Lec. 696)  THE FIRST MARTYR 
1) Acts 6:8-10; - FEAST 
  7:54-59 
2) Matthew 10:17-22 
 
FOCUS: The Holy Spirit is our help, always. 
 
Stephen is filled with grace and power and filled with the Holy Spirit. Stephen saw the heavens opened, just as 
they opened at Christ’s baptism.  Our baptism offers this glorious call – filled with the Holy Spirit, our prayer 
offers full access to God, who has opened the possibility of heaven to us.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The first reading recounts Stephen’s power-filled ministry, and martyrdom. In the Gospel from Matthew, Jesus 
tells his followers not to be afraid, promising help from the Holy Spirit when they face persecution.  
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
 
PRIEST: As we celebrate this holy octave of Christmas, let us present our needs to God, who gave us his own 
Son. 
 
1) For bishops, priests and deacons living in areas of religious persecution, may the strength and 

intercession of Stephen help them as they proclaim the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For world leaders, may the power of Christ instill in them a desire for using their authority to uphold the 

dignity of all people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who are alone and those who have lost loved ones during this Christmas season, may the Lord 

bring them comfort through the fellowship of Christian brothers and sisters, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For this faith community, may Christ’s encouraging words to all of his followers bring us to a greater trust 

in him and in the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For our departed brothers and sisters, may they rejoice in seeing Jesus face to face, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, you delight in providing for your children. Please hear our prayers this day and grant 
them according to your will, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

Friday, December 27, 2019 SAINT JOHN, 
(Lec. 697)  APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
1) 1 John 1:1-4 - FEAST 
2) John 20:1a, 2-8 
 
FOCUS: Saint John is a model for all who follow Jesus. 
 
John gave his all. Leaving his nets, his livelihood, he followed Jesus. Of the Twelve, only John stood at the foot 
of the cross. In today’s reading Peter ran, John ran faster. Seeing the burial cloths he believed. Why? He was 
given grace. Let’s ask for grace to leave our nets, give our all and follow Jesus. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In John’s first Epistle, he writes that all they have seen, heard and touched testifies to the Word of life made 
visible to them. He does this so that all may have fellowship with God the Father and Jesus, his Son. In 
today’s Gospel from John, hearing Mary of Magdalene’s report, Peter and John run to the empty tomb and 
see the burial cloths, and John believes. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Rejoicing in this holy octave of Christmas, let us confidently present our needs to God. 
 
1) For those in our Church who preach the Gospel, may the Lord protect them and continue to grant them 

wisdom and joy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For elected officials, through the power of the Holy Spirit may they stand for justice, protecting the 

vulnerable among us from conception to natural death, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For the homeless and all who lack adequate shelter, may the Lord provide for their needs through the 

assistance of others, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community, as we enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son, may we continue to grow 

in virtue, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For the dead, especially those dear to us, may their joy be complete as they enjoy eternal fellowship with 

Jesus, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Loving Father, John saw the burial cloths and believed.  Please grant us grace to believe, and answer 
our prayers according to your wisdom, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC  

Saturday, December 28, 2019 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, 
(Lec. 698)  MARTYRS 
1) 1 John 1:5–2:2 - FEAST 
2) Matthew 2:13-18 
 
FOCUS: The world was powerless over Christ. 
 
Herod wanted to kill the Christ child because he represented a threat to his power and to his singular place as 
king. His fear, pride and arrogance led him to massacre many innocent children in the attempt to destroy the one 
child. The death of these children shows that from the beginning of his life, the world did not welcome Christ. 
And yet the world was powerless over Christ, whose own life, death and resurrection redeemed the world, and 
gave glory to these first holy innocents the Church honors today.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, John writes to his community of the message he and the other disciples have received from 
Christ, that, If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every 
wrongdoing. In the Gospel, Joseph flees with Mary and Jesus to Egypt. Herod – searching to destroy the Christ 
child – orders the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: We approach the Father, who has formed and shaped us to help us bear good fruit, and ask him to 
hear and answer the prayers we offer 
 
1) For our Holy Father Pope Francis and for all the members of God’s holy Church, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For those who hold positions of leadership, may the Lord’s gracious mercy bear great fruit in their lives 

of service, let us pray to the Lord 
 
3) For the poor, the homeless, the sick and the lonely, may they receive the healing comfort of the Father, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all of us in this Christmas season, may the Lord strengthen our faith and help us to grow in 

understanding, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For our beloved dead, may they rest in paradise with all the saints, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, please accept these petitions which we offer in trust and deep love, knowing you 
will give us all we need. We offer this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 


